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Dear Conference F’:u‘ll..;lp.-nnh.

The needs of the Catholic Church in the former Soviet Union are enormous. Catholics
there rely on us, who hive been so blessed with freedom and apportunity, o help them overcome
the disastrous legacy of communism

| commend the organizers of this first international conference for raising the awureness
of Catholies in our country about the conditions of the Church in Eastern Europe, We need 1o have
a greater understanding of the challenges faced by our brothers and sisters in the Faith who are
now (rying 1o make God's love known and alive in the East. Thus, the conference’s theme — “A
Light From and On the East™ — was well chosen, bringing together in the United States o
Curdinal and three bishops all recently appointed by the Holy See w lead God's people in
estublishimg the hght and love of God's presence there

With this in mind, it 15 my hope that all those attending will return to their own parishes
and commumties spintually renewed and with a greater awareness of the challenges facing the
ishops, as well as a desire w help share the burden of those challenges in any way they can

I express my full support and encouragement for all who partake in the work of this
important conference.

With every good wish, | am

Fraternally yvours in Christ,

s T Hrdur i P

Muost Reverend Theodore E. MeCarrick
Archbishop of Newark

Chairman

Ad Hoc Committee to Aid the Catholic
Church in Central and Eastern Europe
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n the early spring of 1994 Fathe
Michoel A. Walsh, pastor of St

Thomas More, conceived the iden of

a national conlference to md the chureh in
the former Soviet Union, He proposed
the idey w0 members of the parish, The
Thomas
More Parish had already. been somewhat
familiar with Russia and the challenges
facing the Church in Russin through
Sisters who had been working in Russia

T'L‘\[]Hr'ﬁ\.‘ Wils r.':l1fhl]hlj:n|:||._' ";l

and were now living in the parish, the
visits ol Archhishop Kondrsiewice o
the parish, and the youth the parish
spansured o g on & SUMmer mission o
Russin, Moreover the parish had senl
shipments  of goods pnd
supplies o contets there. S Thomias

religiomns

More also sponsored 10 Russian vouthy
1o come 10 Denver for World Youth Dy
1993, These und other factors were par
of the background in sparking the
inspirntion  for  this  first  satonal
conference 1o wd the Church in the
former Soviet Union

Approval for such a conference had 1o be
sought from the Nutional Conference of
Catholic Bishops® Ad Hoe Commitiee
Add the Church in Eastern and Central
Europe, headed by Archbishop Theodore
MuoCarnick of Newark, New Jersey. After
MECEIvIng the endorsement, o commiles
was formed and planning proceeded. The
Commiltes holding  the
conference on June 9-and 1), 19935, in
Colorado Springs ut the Holy Aposiles
Catholic Church which has space for
about 2,000 people,

decided on

During this time of planning Father
Blaine Burkey, O.EM., Cap., of Hays,
editor of the Siberian
Newslerrer, and Father Al Bitz of
Wimbleton, South Dakota, played key
Members of St Thomas More's
Queen  of  the Mission
Association worked with Father Paul
Wicker and a commitiee from Holy
Apostles Church o bring the conference
egether
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CGoest of honor and featured speakers
will include the newly appointed
Cordinal Koximierz Swiatek, u forme
prisoner in the slave camps of Siberia for
the first ten years of his priesthood;
Archbishop  Francis  Hurley  of
Anchorage, Alaskn; Archhishop Tadeusz
Kondrusiewicz of Moscow, Russia;
Archbhishop Theodore McCarrick of
Newark, New Jersey: Bishop loseph
Werth, 8.1, of Novosibirsk; Bishop Jun

Yavel Lenga. MULC. of Karagandy,

"o that from
Fast to West a
perfect O”CI’]HS
may be made to
the S‘C"T'}-’ of His

Name.

Kazakhstun; Ted Flynn, author and
humunitarian with extensive work in the
former Soviet Union:  Dr. Joanne
Karpinski, professor at Denver's Regis
University and former professor
Moscow Stute University; Msgr, George
Sarauskas, director, Ad Hoe Comminies
o Aid the Catholic Church in Central
and Eastern Europe; and Rev. Wereniried
viim Stragten, O.Praem., lounder, Aid to
the Church in Need, Inc., Konigstein,
Crermiany.,

In addition 1o hearing Grathand from the
Catholic bishops of Russin and others
experienced and connected with the
situation there, the conlerence hu!':-u-. 3]
expluin how uid has and can be given., A
serigs of workshops will be held. For
example, Aid to the Church in Need,
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headquartered in Konigstein, Germany,
will have a workshop. Likewise, the
Langunge and Catechetical Institute of
Steubenville Umniversity, Ohio, which
sends volunfeers to Russia, will explain
ins program. Ihe CoMission,
headquanered in Colorado Springs hus
abso been sending volunteers 1o Russia o
tench the basics of religion. They will
explain how they do this and what it
entails: These are three examples of thi

seven o nine workshops  plunned;
Anyone interested in the Church of
Russin. should find the speakers

enlightening and the workshops very
stimuluting, Anyone interested in helping
will find & way to do so,

An opplifting culminanon o the already
inspiration-filled duys will be the final
Mass on Saturday night. Concelebrated
by the Cardinal. bishops, and priesis
present, and open to the pubhe, it will be
followed by a consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary

The theme of the conference is A Light
from and on the East”™ The organizers
hope that all those sttending will be
enlightened by the event and inspired to
g0 back to their own communitics and
parishes to create s greater awnreness
and enthusiastic response o help not
anly by prayer but by extending o
helping hand of friendship to parishes
struggling for life and survival, Perhaps
from these new Christian communities,
helped by us in their hour of need, new
springs  of spirtoadity and  missionary
Feal will blossom as it did in the time of
Cyril and Methodius, “So that from Bost
o West o perfected offering may bhe
made o the glory of His
(Edcharistic Praver 11, O

Name™




